
Audition process
Auditions are on 25/26 June, recalls if needed on 29 June. It will really help you to 
understand the audition pieces and do your best if you have read the whole play. You can 
buy it online through Hive bookshop who are cheaper than Amazon and will make a 
donation to your local bookshop:
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Barney-Norris/Visitors/15810749  

This is a really beautiful play and all 4 parts are great characters with plenty of 
development. The ages are a guidance - the older the better for Edie and Arthur but the 
main thing is that they must work as a couple who are comfortable together in a long term 
marriage.  
When it comes to casting it will be about putting together a combination of parents, son 
and carer that work together. Any ethnicity is welcome. If you have any questions you can 
email the Director on djp106@hotmail.com

Edie (playing age late 60-70s)
Edie met Arthur when she was 11 and he was 13 and has been happily married to him 
since she was 18. She has a dry and sometimes dark sense of humour and is probably 
more intelligent than Arthur. She is aware that she is starting to lose her memory and is 
more prepared than her family to face the consequences. She is rather disappointed by 
her son and does not get on with his wife. She occasionally sings snatches of Celine Dion 
but doesn't need to be a perfect singer! Ideally she will have a Wiltshire accent.

Arthur (playing age late 60-70s)
Arthur is a farmer and left school knowing he would work on the family farm. He is the 
more practical and down to earth of the two - always repairing rather than buying new. He 
has an awkward relationship with his son and is a bit less articulate than Edie. He is 
devoted to Edie and doesn't know how he will survive without her. Ideally he will have a 
Wiltshire accent.

Stephen (their son, playing age 40s - 50s, depending on the ages of Edie and Arthur)
Stephen is married with two daughters (15 and 13). He works as a middle manager in 
Insurance and is not happy with the choices he has made. During the play his marriage 
starts to fall apart and he feels that he has never really met up to his parent's expectations. 
He is superficially charming but actually quite insecure and awkward.

Kate (playing age early 20s)
Kate arrives at the farm after doing her law degree and working on organic farms in France 
(“wwoofing”), not knowing quite what she wants to do next. She's kind and caring and is 
not afraid to face what is happening to Edie. She gets angry when she feels she is being 
taken for granted and she is defensive of Edie. She has blue hair and is also given to 
singing Celine Dion!
 

https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Barney-Norris/Visitors/15810749
mailto:djp106@hotmail.com


Audition pieces.
The audition pieces are quite long so depending on the number of people auditioning they 
may have to be cut but everyone will be given the opportunity to show what they can do.  

Arthur and Edie: page 22, Edie "If I could choose my life" to page 24 Edie "oh my love"
Arthur, Kate, Edie: page 28, Kate "Oh Mr Wakeling.." to page 29, Arthur "I can't help but 
notice that you have blue hair"
Edie: Page 41 "What was” to “I need the toilet"
Edie, Kate, Stephen: Page 52 from start of scene to page 53, Stephen "I had a meeting in 
glamorous Swindon"
Arthur and Stephen: page 64, Arthur "Can you help, it's a fiddle" to page 67 Stephen 
"ok" (followed by exit Arthur)
Kate and Stephen: page 73 Kate "All right?" to end of page 75, end of Stephen's speech 
"It's a family thing"

Rehearsal Process
Rehearsals will start on Tues 2nd July and will then be on Tues, Weds and Fri evenings 
except July 16/17/19/23/24 and Aug 9. Rehearsal to performance time is quite short so if 
necessary and if people are available there will be the option for more rehearsals, 
including Sat afternoons or weekday daytimes. Nearer the production time the cast will be 
expected to help with set building, flyering and other marketing on Saturday afternoons.

During rehearsals we will start with building characters before moving on to scene work. 
The gap in rehearsals in July will be an opportunity for the cast to do some "homework" on 
their roles and get started on line learning. The important thing will be to build believable 
relationships between the characters.


