Working Safely
A few bumps and bruises are often seen as part of theatre, and to a certain extent that’s true. However, we want to mitigate injuries, and completely eliminate dangerous behaviour. As director, the responsibility for these things lies with you. At the end of a set build or rehearsal, there is often the temptation to rush and clear up as quickly as possible. Do not do this whilst disregarding safety. An extra ten minutes will not hurt you, but it may potentially save someone else from serious injury.
Please always bear in mind that the hall is used by children. Whilst they have instructions to not use the stage, these instructions are regularly ignored. We need to bear this in mind in the following ways;
· Please ensure everything SHARP, like saws or swords is kept on the gallery, or locked in the cupboard of the gents toilets.
· Please ensure all DANGEROUS CHEMICALS, such as paint, or white spirit is clearly labelled and again placed on the gallery, under the stage or in the locked cupboard
· Place all replica firearms in the locked gents cupboard. This is a legal requirement.
· Make sure all set on stage is secured or leaning against the back wall.
· Do not stack boxes on top of one another. Place them on top of secure things like rostra or large furniture but not resting against things that might move. We do not want one thing moved at the back of the stage to cause a chain reaction that starts everything going down.
· Cover all sharp edges with gaffa tape. Preferably, keep all set with elements like barbed wire in the centre of the stage.
· Make sure all your cast know about anything potentially dangerous before they start moving things.
· Challenge all strangers in the building.
· Keep the main hall door shut if you are only using the back room.
· Make sure cast assist one another when moving heavy equipment.
· Carefully and slowly choreograph all fights, with or without weapons.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Encourage your cast to raise any concerns whilst building or using the set. If they feel uncomfortable about anything, you should change it.
