Festivals

Woodhouse participates currently in two festivals, the Waltham Forest festival in Chingford (March) and the Welwyn Drama Festival in Welwyn Garden City (early June). Both festivals are judged and prizes are available to be won for the best plays, actors, actresses, production and best unpublished play. Both festivals feature one act plays that should be no shorter than 20 minutes, and no longer than 55. This means you can take one act from a two act play, but you should consider the artistic challenges that form part of this.

Preparing for a Festival

You should agree with your cast about taking a play to a festival and make sure that all members can make one of several dates. You will not know the exact date you are performing on either in Chingford or Welwyn until about a month or two beforehand.

Applying for a Festival

The group secretary or chair will often be contacted by the organisers and invited to apply. They will probably approach you if you are the director of a one act play, or if you have already asked them to keep you informed. You will need to include all details of your play when applying, such as length, any special technical requirements such as smoking, and a copy of the script. If your application is successful, you will be given a technical rehearsal slot (30 minutes in Chingford on the Sunday before the festival begins, or a 60 minute slot in Welwyn on the afternoon before your performance night), and a performance night and order (there will be more than one play performed in an evening.

Practical considerations

Before applying, and when organising this, please bear in mind the following;

- How you will transport your set, props and cast to either festival. Can it fit in cars, or do you need to hire a van and driver?
- Can all of your cast make the performance dates? Would you maybe need to step in and find someone new to play a role? This is particularly relevant if taking one of the triple bill plays to Welwyn as this happens three months after you have performed it originally.
- Will you need refresher rehearsals before Welwyn? Where will you do these? The hall may be occupied every night by the June and July plays.
- Who will operate the sound and lights during the show? Can they also make the technical rehearsal to be able to learn how to use new equipment?
- Do you need to change your plays staging in order to make the lighting simpler? Plotting lights in only 30 minutes means you cannot be very complex. Think about ways to use this time as effectively as possible.
- You will only have 10 minutes to set up and 5 minutes to pack away your set. Is this practical? Do you need to practice doing this, or draft in extra group members to assist with this?

Festival Awards and Adjudication

The festivals will have an adjudicator present each evening, who will score each play on certain criteria. They will also give public feedback at the end of the evening about the plays they have watched. You can ask for a written adjudication as well, but there is usually an extra cost for this. On the final night of both festivals, the final plays and adjudication are followed by an awards ceremony where the best plays and individuals in all the categories receive their prizes. You should make sure you or another group representative is there to receive these awards as a bare minimum. Of course, if you have received great feedback, you may want all your cast there to celebrate any potential success!

New Festivals

If you find a new festival you feel would be appropriate, please speak to the committee and we will always discuss the possibilities of entering with you.


Questions

If you have any further queries about festivals or taking a play there, please ask a committee member or any director who has taken a play to a festival.
