Guidance for Members

Welcome to a Woodhouse Play Choosing event. Below we will detail how the evening will be run, and the key things to bear in mind whilst choosing a play. If you have not paid your membership fees for the current year, then unfortunately you cannot vote. Please feel free to join in the discussions with other members, but voting is a right reserved for paid members. If you wish to pay tonight so you can vote, please speak to a committee member who is present.

Agenda

The chair will introduce the meeting. Each play being proposed will be allotted a set amount of time to present their play. This amount of time will be the same for each play, and if a play goes over this time, the chair will cut them short to ensure we move along on time.

As part of each play’s allotted time, the proposer will present information about their play, before inviting members to read some extracts of the play and finally inviting questions. As they present information, please consider the elements we have detailed below as these are key to ensuring we pick plays that are viable and capable of being produced to a high standard. Please feel free to ask any questions you may have, but be considerate to the person presenting-it is not the easiest thing to do!

After all the plays have been presented, the chair will ask all those proposing to leave the room. After this, you and all the other members will be able to discuss your thoughts or concerns about each play in an open discussion. When this has concluded, the chair will invite the directors back in and there will be a vote by secret ballot.

After the votes have been tallied and the successful play(s) announced, the group may be asked to give feedback to unsuccessful plays depending on if the proposer wants to receive it in this way (their preference will be asked before the meeting as part of their proposal).

Key Issues

You are free to make up your own mind as to what to vote for, but please bear in mind the following elements which make plays unviable options.

Whether the rights for the play are definitely available.

Where there is no director attached to the project.

Where the director is absent for a large part of the rehearsal period, or will be unavailable due to other commitments (such as other Woodhouse shows).

Where the budget for a play exceeds £1000

Where there are difficult moments in the play, or the set being constructed sounds ambitious, is there already a plan in place to produce this.

Where key information is missing from the play submission document proposers must complete.

