Ghosts Character notes
General points
The play is ostensibly set in 19th century Norway, but all parts could be played by actors of any ethnicity.
The production will use William Archer's 1881 translation of the play, edited and adapted by the Director and cast.

Mrs Alving's late husband is often referred to as "Chamberlain Alving". Chamberlain was a non-hereditary honorary title conferred on notable Norwegian citizens.

For auditions on 10/11 May: The part of Oswald and Pastor Manders were cast at earlier auditions in March. We are now auditionng for the parts of Mrs Alving, Regina and Engstrand.
The characters:
Helen Alving - playing age 50 up.

Widow of Captain/Chamberlain Alving, a wealthy landowner whose respectable reputation masked a dissolute and indolent life. Following his death (presumed to be from the effects of syphilis) she has devoted herself to building a new orphanage for the town, to be dedicated to his memory. The play takes place on the eve of the orphanage's dedication.

She adores her son Oswald though has seen little of him since sending away to school to keep him from his father's influence. Outwardly a conventional middle class woman she has come privately to share the radical social and political views of her son.

Oswald Alving - playing age late 20s

Has spent most of his life since early childhood away from home, and idolises his father who has been falsely represented to him by his mother as a paragon of virtue. Now a painter living in Paris.

Oswald has returned home for the inauguration of the orphanage. He has struck up a flirtation with Regina, his mother's maid. He tells his mother that he will not be returning to Paris as he is starting to suffer from the mental effects of syphilis. His doctor correctly identified that he has been infected from birth but, convinced by his mother's lies about his father's moral probity, Oswald does not believe him and attributes his illness to his own bohemian, but fairly blameless, lifestyle. 

Alternates between depression and anger both at his illness and the stultifying dullness of life at home.
Pastor Manders - playing age 50 up.

A Lutheran minister, former family friend of the Alvings, and Mrs Alving's current business advisor. He and Mrs Alving were in love before she was persuaded into the more advantageous marriage with her late husband (though he now denies his past feelings). He is visiting the Alving housee for the first time since Mrs Alving's attempt to leave her husband over 25 years ago.

Extremely puritanical and concerned with preserving appearances, but also almost childishly naive. Is an easy target for Jacob Engstrand's schemes. Has a tendency to address people as though delivering a fire-and-brimstone sermon from his pulpit.

Regina Engstrand - playing age c 20.

Mrs Alving's maid. Alving's illegitimate daughter, the result of a liaison with a previous maid Johanna over 20 years ago.Johanna, now dead, was paid off and married her old boyfriend Jacob Engstrand, telling him the father of her child was a foreign tourist. Regina does not know her true parentage

Regina has been Mrs Alving's protegée for some time and regards herself as a cut above her supposed father. She has been teaching herself French in the hope of being taken to Paris by Oswald.

Jacob Engstrand - playing age 50 up.

A carpenter, widower of Regina's mother. Has been working on the construction of the orphanage.

Could be described as a sort of malevolent Scandinavian version of Alfred Doolittle. Has managed to convince Manders that he is a struggling repentant sinner, and tries to involve him (and Regina) in dubious money-making schemes. Walks with a limp and wears a surgical boot. (He claims his leg was injured when the denizens of a drinking den threw him downstairs after he tried to preach temerence to them. Well, Pastor Manders believes him...)

Unlike the other characters who speak with educated, middle-class accents, Engstrand has a working class/regional accent

