Holocaust Memorial Day is held annually on January 27 – the date on which Auschwitz, the most infamous concentration/extermination camp, was liberated by the Soviet army in 1945. It is commemorated both nationally and locally across the United Kingdom as well as in many other countries on the day itself and during the xxx
The purpose of the day can be summed up in terms of:

· honouring the memory of those murdered

· educating against those who deny it happened
· promoting a tolerant society, free of the evils of prejudice, racism and other forms of bigotry

· learning the lessons in order to prevent re-occurrences now and in the future

Since the end of the Second World War countless millions have died in other genocides such as Rwanda, some of which are ongoing, such as Darfur, as well as internal mass-murders such as in Cambodia.
What makes the Holocaust stand out is that it was perpetrated by one of the most civilised nations and in a methodical calculated scientific way – “industrialised killing”.

The London Borough of Waltham Forest has commemorated Holocaust Memorial Day annually since 2003. Until 2008 there was only a Civic Event. Since then a Steering Group, representing a number of groups, have widened and increased the number of activities. This year the Community Events are in association with the Woodhouse Players.
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