The Diary of Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett

First performed in 1956, this play was winner of the Pulitzer Prize for drama and Tony award for best play.

The play is a direct adaptation of Anne’s diary, written with close collaboration with Otto Frank. It has come under some criticism for being overly sentimental and optimistic and in parts being an inaccurate representation of Anne herself. This is mainly due to the version of the diary from which is it derived, which Otto Frank censored to avoid some aspects of Anne’s character. A more complete, uncensored version of the diary was finally published in 1995, leading to a revised version of the play, first performed on Broadway in 1997. I could not get hold of a copy of the revised play and the performance rights do not seem to be available from a UK agent, so I am proposing the original play, which is a very tender account of a typical adolescent in extraordinary circumstances and which is still held in critical acclaim.  

There 5 males, 5 female and a range of ages. Anne would need to be played by someone able to 'act' like a 13 - 15 year old, but doesn't need to be an actual teenager and could, along with Peter and Margot, be played by 20 somethings.

 

The set would be minimal, using the chairs, table, armchair and benches we already have and would remain the same throughout the play – there are no scene changes other than upturning a few chairs for the first and final scenes set on Otto’s return to the annex. I envision the stage being the main room of the annex, where the majority of the play is set, with the blocks on the floor in front of the stage representing the few scenes in Anne and Peter's rooms. The 40s costumes could be easily sourced from charity shops/peoples wardrobes – 40s styles are back in! 

I have received confirmation from Sam French that performance rights are at £64/performance.

I would like to direct this and am putting it forward for the July slot.

Anna Heinink

