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Minutes 13.10.09
1) Present

Colin, Vaughan, Basil, Salley (ch), Gill, Sharon, Cathy, Gary, Steve CH, Jackie.

2) Minutes

They were approved.

3) Update on forthcoming productions

Lark- Gill reported that ‘The Lark’ was going well. Most actors know their lines. The set is where it needs to be for this point in the rehearsal schedule. Gill may need some more help with costumes. The cast needs to try on their costumes in the run throughs scheduled for the following week. The costumes from The Kenneth More Theatre will be available the following week. Salley added that the blacks will take an hour to set up before the tech, dress and shows. Jackie reporting that the booking and publicity were going well. Flyering is scheduled for the 24th.

Cinderella-Auditions were being completed at the same time as the meeting. There were many strong auditionees. Performances will be on the 1st, 2nd, 8th and 9th of January. Vicky has most of the crew she needs.

4) Treasurer’s Report
‘Dinner’ made £400. This was a modest profit by recent standards but Dinner was a studio production. 
5) Welsh Church Hall Update

The hall was broken into over the weekend through the back fire door. The nursery safe was taken from their office. They are very concerned. We repaired the door. A quote has been received of £1500 for an alarm system. The suggestion is the cost is split five ways between all groups using the hall. Following her attendance at a hall users meeting Salley reported that the water in the sink in the kitchen is not drinkable un-boiled as it comes from a storage tank. Everyone needs to make sure that cigarette butts are cleared up. The box for this purpose must be positioned 3 metres away from the doors. The floors must always be clear and cleaned.

There are outside lights at the WCH but they take some time to warm up after they have been turned on. We will be asking Tony Platt to repair the fence. The playgroup will ensure that they leave a clear route through the side chapel in performance weeks.

Gary suggested that we need another tall ladder for rigging the blacks. Steve CH is not sure if we can create tracking all the way round the hall.

6) WHP Year.
The committee discussed whether we want to enter the festival and how far we would proceed. Arguments against are the cost, rehearsal space and the need to structure the year around the festival dates. Some productions have also had negative experiences with regards to the judging in the past. Arguments for entry to the festival included the contribution to the local arts scene and many felt that the festival was overall a beneficial experience for actors and tech crew in terms of performing competitively in another venue, with a subsequent critique.

The committee voted-

Against entering the festival-Gary, Vaughan.

For-Colin, Jackie, Lesley, Basil, Sharon.

It was decided that we would enter but probably with only two plays and perhaps only as far as the first round.

The play choosing will be on 17th November.

*Salley to send out email.

The Kenneth More love-themed anthology will be on the 6/7th February.
June Production-
Choosing December 15th
Audition 6/7 April




Rehearsals commence 14th April




Performances 3-5 June

July Production (part of Leytonstone Festival)-
Choosing December 15th
Audition 27/28 April

October Production-
This has been earmarked to take place at the Redbridge Drama Centre. It is to be a school syllabus piece. The venue costs £220 a day and seats 100. Vaughan has been unable to get hold of the contact needed for booking the centre. Gary suggested an alternative could be Stratford Circus. Auditions would take place in July. Rehearsal of principal actors could commence on 28th July, chorus 1st September.

*Salley to send an email to members for them to advocate plays and find out who would be interested in directing, stressing that it would be a big commitment. She will run a draft past the committee first.

The main idea would be to sell to schools and we would be looking for something with a big cast.

Choosing in January.

AGM-4th May.

Cabaret around 16th May.

7) Forthcoming events.

Sharon confirmed a V+A tour on 29th November, followed by tea.

*Sharon to give info to Basil/Pete.

 Monday 7th December could be a date to watch Oliver’s mystery plays, followed by dinner.

There will be a Xmas Meal on Friday 18th December.

*Gary to arrange more play reading pub nights.

They are proving very popular.

8) AOB

The committee discussed a house style for programmes. It was suggested that high quality programmes only could justify a £1 price tag. This is likely to be trialled for ‘The Lark.’
Colin Heinink,

Secretary.
